The March of the Abolitionists

	Part 1 
March 1 –25 
Hull to Westminster:  

Last stage 
Greenwich to Westminster
Sat 24th March

200 miles exactly – one for each year since the Act was passed.
	Part 2  
June 3 – July 11 
London to Bristol and back 

Reading to Newbury (on outward journey) along Kennet & Avon canal path

5th/6th June.  

Tel:  0118 9676331 Malc Peirce 


For full details of both routes and much interesting information on the background to these two parts of the March, see www.lifelineexpedition.co.uk
· Participants will be able to learn about the places and people associated with the history of slavery and abolition, and will also be able to contribute to abolishing slavery in our own time by raising awareness. 

· Anti-Slavery International estimates that there are 27 million children, women and men trapped in slavery today.

Fair Trade and Slavery  

Chocolate!  Yum!   Something most of us enjoy, sometimes rather too much!   But did you know its production can involve forms of slavery or illegal exploitation of workers?     The Statement below on slavery and chocolate production from Anti-Slavery International explains the importance of the Fair Trade label:

“Because of the way the chocolate industry buys its cocoa it is not possible to ensure that slave or other forms of illegal exploitation have not been used in its production. To change this companies need either to purchase direct from plantations where they can ensure the growers implement core international labour standards, particularly those banning forced labour and illegal child labour. If they continue to purchase via the international cocoa exchange or other middlemen they must work with cocoa producing countries, such as Côte d'Ivoire, to ensure that the international labour standards are enforced throughout the countries.   In the absence of industry action, the only way consumers can be confident that the produce they use is free from exploited labour is by buying products which carry a fair trade label.

[ Chocolate is only one example, but the same general principle applies to other Fair Trade products. ]

******************************************************************
A form of slavery in the UK today   

Many women coming to the UK as domestic workers are forced to endure abusive treatment and even sexual violence at the hands of their employers.  These women are virtually imprisoned in their homes and work on average 119 hours a week for little or no pay.  Charity “Women at Risk” works with a partner to assist women who have fled from their abusive employers.  They are given counselling, their passports are retrieved when necessary, and they are given help with finding new employment and essential knowledge about their rights in the UK.  

· 100 women were helped to escape in 2006. Given English classes, computer skills and counselling, they are now being treated as human beings.

******************************************************************

Escape from slavery in Niger after 50 years

Born into slavery, Assibit worked for her master’s family from a young age, but after her master forced her to stand all night serving as a tent post throughout a violent storm, she could finally take no more.  Surrounded by her four children, in an encampment in Niger, Assibit can smile and laugh – because her life has changed more than she could ever have imagined.  “Life is still hard, we have very little – just this tent, a few pots and blankets – but I am free.  In the evenings we eat together, we sit and talk about the future and about my children marrying.  Now we have a future.”  These seemingly normal aspects of family life are unimaginable for a slave.  “No one beats or insults us any more.  I can begin to be a mother, and my children are safe.” The decision to leave slavery is not an easy one.  Slaves face violence from their masters and a world that is completely unfamiliar.  A local agency Timidria supports Assibit:  “I have never known such kindness. They helped my buy seeds…I grow beans…..my sons are able to find paid work…..soon we hope to buy some goats and perhaps a donkey.”   
